Archaeology and the Christmas Story Archaeology and the Christmas Story

Part 1 Part 1
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest el et o / i
named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a [ e, / L
wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was o Site of building project '
Elizabeth. by Herod the Great
Luke 1:5 (ESV) '%5 )

;tolem(gA L I« N E :
“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, P Caperﬁagyp Bethsaida
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being R | ~{ Seg of
/i

tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the Sf’Pphf’"” ® le"’”‘?s G_.Mee WA,

N
. oy . S , N, th*
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 5 f “i‘f/
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and N | Geba?”; vl "
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Y ¢ Caesarea” SCY”"’”"’“' RN T
Zechariah in the wilderness.” § g ‘g REXT
Luke 3:1 (ESV) kQJK ebaste (Samarm) ‘ E \ o, Geraga
. . > Mouanenzzm o* Sychaﬂ Amathus 'Uw,:
Is the account of the birth of Jesus plausible? $ A ,,pm,,;a;;SA MARIA" ‘ "',,'} )
T : Alexandrmm m g
. el - . . . AP,
Is the account consistent within its historical setting ety h“?‘?e’”q.l g i
based on what it claims vs. what we know? \ Dok, Ph*’“d"”ph’“.
2 Befh haram ¥
Emmaus? 4 ]enrho b :
: D]erusalem ) . Isbus

Berhlehem

Discussion: I 2 B BN T “'g“

1. lIs it important that the claims of the Christmas Al ""'j}g’fﬂ,_ lU DEA & [ ahiris
story be historically accurate? Why or why not? L RS oHebron X T et

2. Why are King Herod and his Temple important to LY MEA Ty S SIS
the Christmas story? What about Augustus s A ]
Caesar? ‘ Beersheba . . Masadah.’,f /E é ¢ ::: 4\‘(/?

3. Why do you think Jesus was born a peasant child g ‘110/” {o i mi*”“ﬂ?ﬁ{’j“ V. o¥
instead of a member of a rich or powerful family? s e 4'0 W / \ x;\j_\\‘?’ ‘
What does this tell you about the way God works — Sl 4

The ngdom of Herod the Great at the T ime of the Chrlstmas

in the past and the present?
Story

Email: tfeix@crossings.church Text Questions to 405-633-0275 Terry Feix (2024)



